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Once  more  here  are  tips  for  the  food-shopper  of  the  family.    Here  is  news 
direct  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  of  the  foods  on  the  markets  in  towns  and 
cities  at  this  season. 


The  g3neral  food  picture  hasn't  changed  much  since  the  last  report  of  2  weeks 
ago.   Tho  markets  have  more  beef,  pork,  eggs  and  poultry  than  they  had  a  year  ago, 
tut  fewer  oranges f  grapefruit,  new  potatoes  and  spring  vegetables.    Also  less  butter 
is  on  the  market  than  a  year  ago.    About  the  same  shipments  of  strawberries  are 
coning  in  as  came  last  spring. 

You  may  wonder  how  the  new  turn  of  events  in  Europe  is  going  to  affect  the 
food  picture  in  the  United  States.    Well,  for  the  present  at  least  the  war  abroad 
probably  won' t  affect  American  exports  much,  so  won'  c  change  food  supplies  in  this 
country.    The  German  occupation  in  the  North  will  probably  not  mean  more  small  ex- 
perts of  food  during  the  current  marketing  season  anyway.     In  recent  years  Denmark 

supplied  Britain  with  about  half  the  eggs  and  cured  pork  and  a  quarter  of  the 
totter  Britain  imports.    Even  though  the  British  can  buy  no  more  Danish  eggs,  pork, 
Abutter,  still  they  won't  need  to  buy  much  from  the  United  States  for  awhile. 
0t^r  countries  in  the  British  Empire  will  bring  in  this  food,  or  the  British  will 
°ly  for  awhile  on  supplies  on  hand.    For  the  sake  of  conserving  the  dollar  exchange 
ritish  probably  will  cut  down  on  their  menus  before  buying  in  this  country. 

So  much  for  the  war  and  its  affect  on  food  here. 
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Now  some  tips  on  our  vegetable  supply.    The  weather  has  continued  to  be  hard 
on  southern  crops  of  vegetables.    But  the  month  of  May  will  bring  more  fresh  vege- 
tables to  market.    More  spinach,  more  carrots  and  beets  will  be  for  sale,  but  fewer 
lima  boans,  Bermuda  onions,  peas  and  snap  beans  than  last  year.    The  markets  won't 
hav;  qui  to  so  much  cabbage  and  celery  this  spring  cither. 

If  your  family  eats  lots  of  potatoes,  you'll  be  especially  interested  in  those 
predictions.    More  new  potatoes  arc  coming  to  market,  but  not  so  many  as  last  year. 
Sight  now  is  the  season  when  old  potatoes  usually  become  scarce  but  when  the  supply 
of  new  potatoes  cones  in  to  make  up  for  it.    Becaiise  the  new  potato  crop  has  been  so 
slow  this  year,  new  potatoes  may  not  arrive  in  time  to  take  the  place  of  the  old 
potatoes  as  they  are  used  up. 

Here's  a  little  news  about  epring  asparagus.  Early  April  was  the  high  point 
for  California  asparagus.  The  markets  will  have  less  California  asparagus  from  now 
on,   But  New  Jersey  asparagus  will  be  coming  in  during  May  and  June. 

As  for  strawberries,  the  markets  have  about  as  many  as  they  had  last  year. 
Shipments  from  Louisiana  have  already  reached  their  peak,  but  berries  are  now  corning 
in  from  Alabama,  Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina  and  Arkansas.    More  and 
aore  berries  will  be  coming  to  market  from  now  on  until  early  June.    June  is  the  big 
month  for  strawberry  shortcake  and  all  other  strawberry  treats. 

Believe  it  or  not,  the  time  has  come  to  talk  about  melons.    Prospects  right 
ftov  are  that  cantaloupes  won't  be  as  plentiful  as  they  were  last  April,  May  and  June. 
The  early  cantaloupes  come  mostly  from  the  Imperial  Valley  in  California.    And  this 
/ear  fewer  acres  in  that  valley  have  been  planted  to  cantaloupes  than  last  year.  By 

e  way,  cantaloupe  season  runs  from  April  through  October,    The  shipments  from 
California  are  heaviest  in  June. 

That's  all  the  news  of  fruits  and  vegetables  on  the  market  this  month.  But 
•*«  3  news  of  an  important  fat.    Lard  has  been  making  the  headlines  lately.  The 


big  marketings  of  hogs  in  recent  months  have  brought  a  great  deal  of  lard  into 
storage.    On  the  first  of  April  270  million  pounds  of  lard  were  in  storage.  That's 
the  most  lard  ever  in  storage  during  any  one  month.    S':ocks  of  lard  were  more  than 
twice  as  large  as  a  year  ago — and  well  above  the  amount  in  storage  during  recent 
yoarB,   Because  of  these  record-size  stocks  of  lard,  and  because  many  more  hogs  will 
be  cosing  to  market,  the  Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Corporation  has  begun  to  buy 
lard  for  people  on  relief. 

So  lard  goes  on  the  official  list  of  "Surplus  Agricultural  Commodities"  and 
onions  £0  off  the  list.    No  more  onions  for  food  stamps  for  the  present.    You  sec, 
th:  season  is  about  over  for  late-crop  onions,  harvested  last  fall  and  stored  for 
■orkoting  in  the  wintor  and  early  spring.    Our  supplies  of  onions  in  storage  are  not 
krgc  now.    And  the  spring  crop  of  onions  is  both  slow  and  small.    So  onion  prices 
have  gone  up  considerably  lately. 

Perhaps  you'd  like  me  to  read  you  the  16  foods  now  on  the  surplus  list  under 
the  Food  Stamp  Plan.    They'll  give  jo\i  an  idea  of  where  to  look  for  bargain  prices 
m  your  food- shopping.    Here's  the  list:     apples,  pears,  oranges,  grapefruit,  butter, 
6?§s,  pork  products,  including  lard;  dried  prunes,  dried  beans,  raisins,  corn  meal, 
boainy  grits,  rice,  wheat  flour,  whole  wheat  or  graham  flour. 

That's  the  list.    And  that's  all  the  food-sho-  ping  tips  for  today.    More  in 
a  fortnight. 


